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SKY LIFT, A JOURNEY INTO THE LIGHT

Cool and invigorating in the morning, warm and relaxing in the evening, 

the light is the protagonist of the futuristic lift designed by MaMa Design for IGV Group

Advanced technology and creativity for a new sensory experience  

that awakens the human wellbeing

The concept of creative space-time is conveyed in all its power in the Sky Lift design by MaMa Design studio for IGV, the leading vertical transportation company that is revolutionising the lift sector thanks to the enlightened vision of Michele Suria, IGV Group’s CEO, who has entrusted the famous architect Giulio Cappellini with the creative direction of the company.

Emotions, cutting-edge technology, design and safety merge in a sensorial dimension: the lift goes beyond its functionality to integrate dynamically into the architecture. Sky Lift is a time capsule where space is defined by pure, soft and smooth shapes, free of angles and shadows, recalling some iconic frames of 2001: A Space Odyssey. Sky Lift is a space with no limits, so as to experience a journey to an imaginative world, where the power of nature marks the natural rhythm of human life.

The car ceiling features a large ellipsoidal skylight, embedding a nano technology-based optical system. This perfectly mimics the visual sensation of the sky and the sun. Light becomes the protagonist, as well as form and function, as it is designed to provide users with an experience of absolute comfort. The human being is at the core of the lift car and of the design concept: the lighting, based on the circadian rhythm, changes with the passing of the day, revealing cold tones in the morning and sunset warm, amber hues in the evening.

“In Sky Lift, the dual form-function combination is enriched with a new space-time dimension, conveyed through the light natural variations of the day. In this way, we pioneer the idea of designing car lifts around the theme of well-being, emotions, experiences and a new architectural vision. Our company is unique in this industry generally characterised by standardisation. We have always stood out for our innovative approach, giving the lift not only a technical and functional role, but also an aesthetic one. We are going to revolutionise this sector, putting all our technological research and bespoke approach at the service of architects for their projects, even the most daring ones,” says Michele Suria, CEO of IGV Group. 

“The true protagonist of Sky Lift is the light obtained by using a nano-technology system, which IGV has masterfully implemented in our project, proving once again that it is able to anticipate the future. The unique lighting system reproducing the effect of a zenithal solar beam seems to enter the space naturally through a virtual opening in the ceiling: a life-like and glare-free sun is surrounded by a clear, deep blue sky. Objects shine in an exceptional light, casting sharp celestial shadows; the colours and textures of the car surfaces are enhanced while a soft glow spreads through the space,” say MaMa Design.
The Corian solid and monochrome material defines Sky Lift. Its tactile pleasantness also has many advantages in terms of cleaning and sanitisation: the non-porous surface prevents the absorption of impurities, as well as inhibiting the build of mould and bacteria. “It is a hygienic, aseptic and fully sanitised material, certified according to the international DIN EN ISO 846 Standard, which is used in healthcare, food and laboratory environments. In addition, the mechanical properties of Corian make it thermoformable, and this has allowed us to design a car with seamless surfaces, free of edges, joints and seals that ease the cleaning operations, totally in line with what IGV has achieved with the Care sanitising device", explain Matteo Antonelli and Andrea Miscoli, MaMa Design studio.

Corian has antibacterial properties and it is also used for the car and landing fixtures of Sky Lift. Ergonomic and translucent, the control panel seamlessly integrates into the car wall panel and is perceived through backlighting powered by an embedded LED display; the buttons are equipped with touch technology.

Made of laminated and back-mirrored glass, the Sky Lift floor reflects and multiplies the space in an optical game. This element can be customised, just as the vertical Corian wall panels can be finished with engraved patterns.

“The lift is an automated machine, which must be durable and safe, as well as being technologically and legally complex: by finding a balance between form and function, this element can become the protagonist of the space on a par with an iconic object. Innovation in the vertical transport sector does not just mean making a beautiful finish, but transforming the use of the product, even if only for a short time, into a sensorial experience,” comments Giulio Cappellini, IGV art director, who is involving well-known designers and architects to create a new generation of products conceived with a view to design and personalisation for the Ad Hoc company range.
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